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: The International Congresc on Electro-Acoustics in Delft, June 1953, was the first
International Congress officially sponsored by the Internzcionul Commission on
Acoustics (ICA), but actuslly it drew| its greatest support in organizational work
from the acoustics scientists ot the HNetheriands. Prior to the Congress, C. W.
Kosten, chalrman of the Congress, andiﬂethcrlancis representcative on the ICA, had
been encouraged to recormemnd the formation of a Buropean Accustics Soclety. At the
opening session the ICA pointed out that the seientific +team has taken the place of
the individual worker in tackling scientific problems. The epeaker mentioned the
success of the American Society of Acoustics; described the function of international
orgsnizations as clearinghouses for the necessary cross-fertilization of ideas for
progress un the science he called "New Acoustics"; gnve recognition to the rapid
growth of the international journnl of acoustics, "Acustica”; and effectively cave
ICA approval to the formation of a Buropean A :oustics Soviety. However, the
Furopean group vas not formed. Although the Dutcii and Scandinavian delegeates had
seemed anxious for o Europczfm Society vefore the meeting, they cecided definitely
not to Join a society which coula ve dominated by the Germans.
\

2. World War II is still freshiin ithe minie ol the Dutch. Even in the wresence ci

delegates to the Internatiocnnl Congress on Tiectro-Acoustics, they tooir 1little
trouble Lo conceel their hote for the German occupation forees. Tor o tour of the
local raedio staticon vy members of t'ue.j Congress, the Dutch Radio Union prepared o
pamphlet describing the history of the Redioc Union end its relationships with the
government. The pamphlet dwelt on the hordships attendant on the German conifiscation
of the radio facilities and! described the German ctrocities with a Litternes: that
many of us thought was in bad taste. 1 |
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Noxwegiens too still had bitter memories of the occupaticn, and were dptemined not
to be dominated by the Germans again. The Norwegian group said they would gladly
Join a truly international organization, but pointed out thet the Germans were even
talting over the International Congress on Electro-~-Acoustics. Uni‘ortuna.tely this

was true, but what these people seemed to overlook was that the uermans dominated

the Congress because of the guelity and vigor of thelr res- a.rch. |
25X1X

L. Bome progress towards international organization was made. On the last day of the
Congress the ICA published a list of acoustics research groups and proposed a system
of Acoustics Society meetings under the cognizance of UNESCO and in cooperation with
the ICA. This system calls for:

(a) ICA-sponsored International Congresses every threef; or four| years.

(b) Internmationsl symposie on special topics spcmsoredl by national

groups but arranged in cooperation with the ICA ‘co help in scheduwling
to prevent competing dates.

(c) Notional society meetings.

5. It now looks as though a Scendinavian Society will be formed comprised‘ of Norway,
Sweden, Finland, anéd Denmark. | |there is no
language 'ba.rrier between these countries as far as techn.cal ccngresaes are
concerned, even if each scientist speaks in his native language. Of cburae, there
is already a vigorous German Acoustlcal Society and the British are well organized.
The French-speaking acoustical soclety hopes to draw membership from I‘t‘.aly and
Switrzerland as welil as Bealgium and France.

6. As of August 1953, the Intern'zit,iona.l Commission on Acousticsf recognized the
following Eurvpean acoustical societies: }
Austria: Wissenschaf*liche Vereinigung "Ul“braschall” B&d.
Isch_l Presiacn’c Dr. Eckel

France: Groupement des Acousticiens de langue francaiac,
P. Chavasse, Se=cretary, 24, Rue B~rtrand Paris.
A. roch, Chairman. : |

Germany: Fachgruppe Clir Akustil im Verband der 'Deutsc.hex"n

Physikalischen Gesmllschaften, \
R. Ebert, Secretary, Bundesallee 100, Bruun.achveig.
E. Meyer, Chairman, Blirgerstrasse 42, Gottingex‘l.
Great Britain: ACOuathu Group of the Physical Society of London,
R. W. B. Stephens, Sccretw’y, 1 Iowther Ga.rdcns Prince
Consort Ro:xd, London, S.HW. f.

I
\
! |
ITtaly: Gruppo ae acustice delln Societa Itallana di filsica,
I. Burducci, Secretary, Piazzele delle Scienze 7, Roma.

Netherlands: Geluidstichting, C. W. Kosten, Secretary,
Mijnbouwplein 11, Delft ’ :

Sweden: Svenska Akustislis Sallskapet,
E. Mattsson, Chairman, 1 Rulllot,_)augt, otocl.holm c.
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Switzexrliand:

The International Commrissicn on Acoustics has ealso recognized the Acoustical
Society of Jepan, Secretary, Je. Iﬁus‘ni. The Society now consists of about 60C )
members and publishes & quarterly journal. The president of the Acoustical Socilety
of Japan (ASJ }, Prof. K. Sato, attended the International Commicssion on Electro-

Acoustics and the ASJ has been invited to participate in the international clearing- .
nouse of notices and activities of the International Commission bn Acoustics. It is

planned to prepare a directory of all grcups active in scoustics and to svbmit this
directory for publication in npcustica' and the “"Journal of the Acoustical Soclety of

Americe".

ThHe following additional countries are knowr to have vesearch centers in acoustles:

Argentina Canada Norway

Australia Denmaxrk Portugal

Austria Egypt South Africa

Belgiun Indie Spain

Brazil Jugoslavie Turkey ;

In sddition to acting as a slearinghouse for the activities of the Acousticel
Society, the ICA has given support to the Pollowing projects:

International Standardization

The Commission observed with interest the presentation, at a sespion of the
Congress, of the programmes of the ISC/TC k3 (International Organization for '
Standardizetion, Téchnical Committee 43) and the IEC/TC 29 (Internationsal Electro-
technical Commission, Technical Committee 29). These two groups are responaible
for the establismnent'of international stendards in all phases- of acoustlcs,
Presumably those topics  that involve electro-acoustics will be handled under the
TEC ond &1l others under the ISO. It appears that these two groups will keep in
close touch with each other to see that all necessary standardization is pursued
and that needless duplication of effort ig avoided. fThis cooperation is strongly
encouraged by ‘the comisSion, whose only suction in this area is to stimuwlate
the fullest pésmib].e'o::chimgé of views on the needs Ior international standardlza-
tion.

Tnternational Fellowshins

The Cormission plens to encourapé more actively the avarding of rellowships and
other arrsngements for individiigls to spend e period of researcih abroad. A
Cummittee on Fellowshlps has been nemed, with Prof. E. Meyer, III, Phys. Institut
der Universitit, nlirgerstrasse 43, Gottingen. Germany, chnirman, snd-a member of

the Acoustics Scciet;” of America. This comaittee will keep informed on award Oppor-
tunities and wilil write supporting letters, in +he neme of the commission, in behalf
of candidatec it has weviewed and deemed worthy. The first such candidete that came
to the attention or the commicgion has Just received a fullbright feilowshin to .
work at Gdttingen Lor one care.

The Internationz: ission on Acoustics will also amnounce +he following
symposia for

(0) The Gerunn Acoustics Group (Fochgruppe Tlr Alustil) plens an
international symposiua on structure borne sound fTor the fall
ol 1G5h.

(b) An Invernationai symposium on recordins to be heid in France in
Lol

Aprid
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